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Executive Summary

About Child Care Aware of Washington

Child Care Aware of Washing@d Y Asto duppiy families anl caregivers, shape policy, and build
communities that promote the learning and development of all children and youth in Washington
through a strong statewide network of local child care resource and referral progra@tsld Care

Aware of Washington (CCAWA) leads a group of seven nprofit child care resource and referral
member organizations across the state. These programs enhance the quality of child daligdrng
training, technical assistancegachingand consultation to child care provide CCA of WAelps

families byproviding free child care information and custom referrals so families can find quality child
care that works for them.CCA of WA also provides scholarships to early learning professionals to help
them advance their edudan and earrhigher education certifications and degrees.

For more informatiorabout our services @A aA G [/ KAfR /FNB ! 6FNB 2F 2| KA
http://wa.childcareaware.org

Overall Demand for Child Care Referrals

In 2015 the CCA of WA Family Center and local resource and referral programs provideg,ever
referral searches to over 16,83anilies seeking care fanore than23,600 children. About 54 of the
referral searches were performed over thhone by referal specialists, and the other #®@were done
online by families searching tl&CA of WA databaseMany families use both methods, and many seek
help finding child care multiple times during the year as their circumstances change.

Demand forassistance in findopchild care was similar to 2014 he volume of referral searches and

families served has been fairly consistent since July 2012, when CCA of WA consolidated referral services
for families statewide into one centralized service provjdee Family Center. Leveraging the

efficiencies created through consolidation, the Family Center is able to offer longer hours and provide
service in more languages than was previously available. This has allowed CCA of WA to serve
significantly moredmilies in the past two years than in the year before consolidation.

Family and Child Characteristics

Most of the demographics of families and children seeking assistance finding child care have remained
fairly stable. Of the families that primed demogaphic information, 5% were fran singleparent

families, and 8% were lowincome (although income data is not available for families searching online,
andthey are likely to be higheincome based on the rate at which they search for child care provider
accepting subsidies). The breakdown of children needing care by age is similar to ibagpfeur

years: 21% infants, 29% toddlers%2preschool, and 28% schagje.

Overall Supply of Child Care

As of December 31,2015 / /! 2F 21! Q& YiedhodiNdnb, AEligedskdSod exdmiitl O
child care facilities, including licensed child care centers, licensed family chilorograms and

licensed or exempt schoalge programs. These facilities have a comthimaximum capacity for about
166,000 childen. Statewide, there are about A@wer licensed providerthan there were in December
2014 continuing a trend of decline over the past few g@aSince the beginning of 2Qlhe state has


http://wa.childcareaware.org/

had a net loss ahore than1,500 child care providers. Thedine has primarily been in family child
care providers, which has dropped about 30% over the last five y&wezall child care capacity has
droppedabout 3% statewideduringthe last five years, although some parts of the state have been hit
much harebr.

Child Care Provider Characteristics

While nearlytwo-thirds oflicensedchild care facilities are family child care homes, these providers care
for fewer children per facility, so they represent abo@@2 of total capacity for childrenChild care

centers make up 2% of the facilities, bué4%of capacity for children is in those centerShe remaining
7% of providers are facilities thatovidecareonly for schootaged ¢ildren, accounting for about 22

of capacity.

At the end of 205, there were2,430f A OSy aSR LINPJARSNA SyNRfftSR Ay 9N
Quiality Rating and Improvement System, representitegge than58,000 children in care and a

combined total capacity afearly85,000children Despite being less than foyearsold, the Erly

Achievers progam now includes approximately % of eligible providers antearly ®% of capacity.

The vast majority of providers {86) accept at least one kind of subsidy or offérer forms offinancial
assistance, although some limit the numlzérsubsidized children they accept at any given tifigout
22% of child care providers are willing to care for children dunimigttraditional hours, but since almost
all of them are family child careqviders, they represent only % of overall capagit About 65%
reported having training or experience in the care of children with special needs. About 92% speak
English, angust over a thirdare bilingual.

Price of Child Care

LocalCCA of WA prograntisack the rates that providers charge for thehild care services. There is

substantial variation in median rates across the state, roughly corresponding with variation in median

income. Rates for centers tend to be higher than for family child care hgmaescularly for infants
2015Monthly Price of Child Care, Statewide Median and'7Bercentile

Child Care Centers Family Child Care Homes
Median 75" Percentile Median 75" Percentile
Infants $997 $1279 $758 $947
Toddlers $832 $1,083 $737 $867
Preschoolers $758 $962 $650 $750
SchoolAge $483 $628 $433 $581
(Before & after school care
~20 hours/week)

1 These numbers do not include providers that allocate 75% or more of their capacity to teaor ®CEAP slots,
even if they are licensed, because CCA of WA does not serve these sites-a§ehmdly providers are not eligible
for Early Achievers at this time.
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About Child Care Aware of Washington Programs

History and Background

Child Care Aware of Washington (formerly known as the Washington State Child Care Resource &
Referral Network) is statewide 501(c)(3) membership organization created in 1989 to implement a
strong communitybased network for delivering local child care resource and referral services to families
and caregivers throughout Washington. In 1985, the Governor's Task Fo@igild Care recommended

the creation of communitypased child care resource and referral (CCR&R) services in Washington. In
1986, the recommendation was put into statute (RCW 74.13.0903).

Organizational Structure

Child Care Aware of Washington seraesa managing network which contracts wsilklocal CCR&R
programs and the Family Center to provide a variety of services to both families and child care
providers. A complete list of the Child Care Aware of Washington member organizations and a map of
their territories follows this section.

Mission

Child Care Aware of Washing@m Y Asto &uppny families and caregivers, shape policy, and build
communities that promote the learning and development of all children and youth in Washington
through a $rong statewide network of local child care resource and referral programs.

To fulfill this missionChild Care Aware of Washington

1 Supports localipased child care resource and referral member programs through technical
assistance, sharing of bestgatices in the field, training, writing grants and negotiating
contracts, and coordinating and staffing meetings;

 Partnesg A 0K 5SLI NIYSyd 2F 9FNIe& [SIENYyAy3a FyR 2 G
Quiality Rating and Improvement System;

1 Collects, aalyzes and disseminates data on child care supply and demand, child care rates,
demographic trends in child care, and basic community child care needs assessments;

9 Staffs a statewide tofree phone line for anyone seeking referrals or other informatiboud
child care;

1 Leverages private and public dollars for the development and statewide replication of a wide
variety of family and child care provider programs in the areas of provider training and family
support;

1 Advocates for quality child care policgcafunding at state, regional and federal levels;

1 Coordinates efforts with other early childhood and afterschool care organizations in the state
through serving on statewide committees and task forees]

1 Serves as a voice for families and child careideys on a national level



Funding of Child Care Aware of Washington and Local CCR&R Programs

Child Care Aware of Washingtiana public/private partnership that receives funding from a variety of
sources.In 2015 our funding stream included the feddrChild Care Development Block Grant,
Washington State Department of Early Learning, corporate and foundation grants, fees for service,
membership dues, and individual donations. Similarly, the local CCR&R programs receive funding from
Child Care Awaref@Vashingtorand local funding sources which vary from community to community,
such as federal and local government grants, United Way, corporations, and charitable organizations
and foundations.

San Juan

Island
CCA OF
NORTHWEST WA

CCA OF CCA OF
¢ CENTRAL WA EASTERN WA
CCA OFKING & |
Harbor PIERCE COUNTIES

CCA OF
SOUTHWEST WA

Wahkiakum

CCA of Central WA CCA of Northwest WA CCA of Washington Family Center
Adams, Chelan, Douglas, Ferry, Grant, Island, San Juan, Skagit, Snohomish, « Statewide Call Center for Families
Kttitas, Okanogan, & Yakima Counties Whatcom Counties 800.446.1114

Catholic Family & Child Services The Opportunity Council

5301 Tieton Dr. Ste C 1111 Cornwall Ave, Ste. 200

Yakima, WA 98908 Belligham, WA 98225

877.965.7109 360.734.8396

CCA of Eastern WA CCA of Olympic Peninsula

Asotin, Benton, Columbia, Franklin, Clallam, Grays Harbor, Jefferson, Kitse

Garfield, Lincoln, Pend Oreille, Spokane, Mason, & Thurston Counties
Stevens, Walla Walla, & Whitman Countie Child Care Action Council

CommunityMinded Enterprises 3729 Griffin Lane SE

25 W Main Ste 310 Olympia, WA 98501

Spokane, WA 99201 360.786.8907

800.446.2229

CCA of King ®ierce Countiek CCA of Southwest WA

Child Care Resources Clark, Cowlitz, Klickitat, Lewis, Pacific,
1225 S Weller, Ste 300 Skamania, & Wahkiakum Counties
Seattle, WA 98144 Educational Service District 112
206.329.1011 2500 NE 65th Ave

Vancouver, WA 98661
360.750.7429

2 CCA of King and Pierce County mergedyaia and had previously been separateioagl CCA programs. For
2015 consistency and historical comparison, regional reporting in the document list King and Pierce separately.



Demand for Child Care Referral Services

In 2015 the CCA of WA Fam@Benter and local resource and referral progrggmsvidedover 23,90

referral searches to over 18(0 families seeking care famore than23,600 children. It is importar to
NEBYSYOSNI GKFEG GKA& NBLRNI LINBaSyida 2yfte LINL 27F |
specifically, the needs of those families who used CCA of WA services to find care for their children.

Total demand would also include families whalfthild care without using referral services and families

who already have children in licensed child care.

Overall Referral Demand Steady

The volume of referral seanes
and families served in 201§ Referral Searches, 20115
very similar to the volumeand | 3000
pattern of usage sice2013.
2011
In July 2012, th€CAsystem 2012
consolidated referral servicesrfo 4 _ =—=2013
families statewide in thé&amily 1000 —2014
Centerand launched an 2015
improved online search function.| 900
Leveraging the efficiencies 0 ——
created through consolidation, Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec
the Family Center is able tabe
longer hours and provide service Families Served, 20115
in more languages than was
. . 2,500
previously available.
After the Family Center opened, 2,000 2011
there was a significant growth in| 1,500 - 2012
referral searches and families 1,000 a—2013
served in a short time frame. ' —2014
Since then, the volumes have 500
. —2015
been faily stable. 0
Seasonal Trends in Jan FebMar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec

Demand for Referrals Consistent

Overall patterns in seasonal referral demand remain fairly cagrsigtcross the last five yearBemand
for referrals typically peaks in August and declines throughivaifall and earlyvinter. Since 2013 the
August peakbave beersomewhat less pronounced because of higher volumes in late spring and
summercompared to the previougears



Referral Trends over Time

Families and Children Served Through Referrals
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For each family servethere is an average of about 1children sered. About 30 of searches are
from repeat customers within the same year because families come back to get more referrals as their
circumstances change.
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Demand for child care referrals typically peaks in August and then declines through the fadrignd e
winter.



Phone and Online Searches were Nearly Equal in 2015

Referral Searches by Type, 202015

Self-Service (Online)

Assisted (Phone,
Email, Fax, In-person)

In 2015 51% of referral searches were performed over the phone by referral specialistd8havere
done online by families searching tR&CA of WA databas@his has been fairly conssat over the last
three yearsalthough there were still more families that contacted CCA staff for assisted searches than
families that used the online search exclusively

Percentage of Families by Search

The difference in the percentage of searches Method, 2015
done online versus the percentagefamilies
that exclusively used online search likely reflec

the tendency of online users to spread their Both
search out over a longer period of time, makin Assisted &
multiple searches on different days, compared Szf\llfce
to families that call for assistance. Many 10%

families ug both methods, and many seek helf
finding child care multiple times during the yea
as their circumstances change.

Since 2012 rendstoward more online searches
isrepresentative of broader societal trend
toward more online service provision, but tleehave also been programmatic changes that likely
contributed as well. In July 2012, as part of the consolidation of referral services, CCA of WA launched a
new and improved free online search tool that allows families to find child care options statewid

prior years, families looking for care in two regions had to search in multiple regional databases, and
online searches required a paid subscription in one region.




Families & Children Looking For Child Care

In 2015 CCA of WA programs referreger 16,3® familieswith 23,600 children to child care providers
ol aSR 2y T Ovardllihé defogrdmhiSshifamilies and children seeking assistance finding
child care have remained fairly stable. When reviewing data on demographics ant sgteria, it is
important to keep twokey limitations of this datin mind:

1 CCA of WA collects sedfported data on families, children, and child care needs from most
clients. In some cases, clietsoosenot to share demographic information, andetits using
the online seHservice search are naisked for all of the same informati@nd are somewhat
less likely to respontb demographic questions

f ¢KAA NBLINBaSyida 2yfe LINLG 2F F LAOGAINE 2F 2| &K
needs of those families who used CCA of WA services to find care for their children. Total
demand wouldalso includdamilies who find child care without using referral services and
families who already have children in licensed child caiee Washingtoistate 2014Child Care
Survey, performed by the Social & Economic Sciences Research Center at Washington State
Universiy, estimated that there were 157,0&hildrenin licensed child care ippeng 204, and
the breakdown of children by age was substalhtidifferent from the agéreakdown of
children in families seeking child care referrals.

Family and Child Characteristics

Child Age

Parents sought care for children in all age groups, but about half of
the children needing care werey@ars old or yanger. The
breakdown of children needing care by age is similar to the

previousfour years: 2% infants, 2% toddlers, 2% 28% School 29%
preschooérs, and 280 schochgechildren It makes sense Age(at least Toddlers(1-2
that infants would be a higproportion of children in need of 5 years old) year olds)
referral asistance because there is less capacity for infants 21%
among child care providers and because new parents are less Preschoolers
experienced and more likely to seek help finding child care. (3-A|rdye)ar

olds

Family Income

Of the49% offamilies that providednformation about their familyncome 83%reported they were
low income Although tis issimilar to 2013 and 2 the percent of families reporting they are low
income has risen from 68% in 201Because income data is only available for families that work
with our staff, usually bphone, during their search, is likelya side effect othe trend toward

more online, selservice searches. Income data is not availableost ofthe 6,400 families

(about a3%of the total) thatused exclusively the online search optidnis \ery likely that lower
income clients are more likely to call for referrals than search online, while higb@me families
are more likely to use online search options that do caitect dataon income demographi¢ckased
on the distribution of clientsdoking for providershat acceptsubsidies (3% offamilies searching
onlinewere looking for a provider that accepted subsidiedrad some form of financial assistance
compared to 7% of those that called)



Family Size and Structure

Of theof families hat provided information on family siZ82%)and number of adults in the family
(84%) 51%reported they werdn singleparent families, and £% were from families with two or
more adults About 486 of families had one child, indicating that referralvsegs are likely in
highest demand among families looking for care for their first cHiloe largest single combination
of family size, adults, and child ag@s two-parent households looking for care for one child who is
under a year old Closely follwing that group were singtparent families looking for care for one
toddler or a toddler and another childwo-parent families looking for care for one toddler or a
toddler and another childand singleparent families looking for care for a schegle tild and
another child.

Count of Single Adult Households Looking for Care by Family
Size and Child Age

0 500 1000 1500 2000 2500 3000 3500 4000

single Adutt Househoid - 1 i S
single Adutt Househad - 2 Chilr S
single Adult Household - 3+ Childr< | | IR

m Infant (Less than 1 yearim Toddler (1 to 2 years)m Pre-School (3 to 4 yeara School Age (5+ years)

Count of Two or More Adult Households Looking for Care by
Family Size and Child Age

0 500 1,000 1,500 2,000 2500 3,000 3,500
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Tiwo Adut Household - 3+ Chicre N
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Child Care Needs

Schedules and Hours
Most families receiving child care referrals were looking for care during the day on weekdays, which
is when the most child care providers are available. It can be more difficulinfidiefa to place



children in care during evening hours, overnight, on weekends, or on fluctuating schet@ihb=se
needs maye over-represented in families seeking child care referrals compared to the general
population of families because families in eaf child care during unusual hours are probably more
likely to seek expert assistance in finding care than to use other means.

In 2015 families were looking to place abo24% of children (ove, 700 children) in care during
non-standard hours Thids actualy a smaller percentage than 201ahd the drop was almost

entirely in children needing weekend carBamilies were searching for care 039 children, 1%,

in care during evening hours (after 6:30 pm) &80 children,15%, in care on weekels. About

2% (27 children) were looking for overnight carén addition, there were a few hundred children in

need of even more unusual schedules, such as rotating hours (a schedule that changes from week to
week, usually for a family where the paremsrk irregular shifts), 24our care, drogn care, or
temporary/emergency care.

Subsidy and Financial Assistance Requests

Over 54%pf families (representing close to 8®of children) were searching for child care providers
that accept subsidiesr have sme form of financial assistance, which is substantially higher than
the percentage in 2012By far the most common subsidy acceptance sought was for state
government child care subsidy programs such as Working Connections Child Care.

Special Needs Children

Families ohearly 3% of the children looking for care were searching for child care providers that
indicated they had experience or training providing additional supporttddren withspecial

needs. While this percentage may seem low comparethégpercentage ofhildren withspecial

needs in the general population, it is important to remember that about half the children for whom
families are searching for care are under 3 years old, and very young children are less likely to have
been diagnoseith a special need requiring assistance beyond the expected care for a child of that
age. Among those seeking child care referrals, the percentage of segmoand preschool children
looking for a child care provider with experience or training hagdéirspecial need was more than
eighttimes the percentage for infants and twice the percentage for toddlers.



Child Care Provider Capacity and Characteristics

Child Care Supply Trends
As of December 31,2015 / /! 2F 21 Qa trackeaoveS5N00 licehSey @ BxBript child
care facilities, including licensed child care centiieensed family child care homes, aieensed or
exempt schoehge programs. These facilities have a combined maximum capacity for6&000
children.

Child Care Providers, 20015

Statewide, thee are abouf70 .
Licensed and Exempt ScheAbe Programs

fewer licensed providers than there

were in December 204, continuing ?ggg ]
a trend of acline over the past few | 7/go0 -
years Sincethe beginning of 201, | 6,500 -

the state has had a net loss mibre g'ggg
than 1,500 child care providers. 5,000 -
Thedeclinehas primarilybeen in 4,500 -

i i cae proders SN sunbedsutoedsufoed foed aroed ufoes o

last five years.

2009 | 2010 | 2011 | 2012 | 2013 | 2014 | 2015

The total licesed capacity has riser
by about 2,00Gincethe end of
2014. Overall capacityrendssince
2009havebeen downwardbut in 180,000 -
recent yearghe declineis much 175,000 -
more graduabnd most recently
increasing Sincdhe beginning of
2011, ovenrll capacity has dropped | 165,000 -
about Bbstatewide, although some 160.000
parts of the state have been hit | Jur{De(L]ur{DecLJur{De(L]ur{De4Jur{DecL]ur{De¢Ju4De4
much harder The waning capacity
is much less dramatic than the
decline in niber of providers because the decrease in providers has been most pronounced in family
child care Family child care homes have smaller capacity per provider than center, so while family child
caremadeup about 6471%of the child care providersince 21, it only accountedfor around22-27%

of total capacity.

Total Licensed Capacity, 20@915
Licensed and Exempt ScheAbe Programs

170,000 -

2009 | 2010 | 2011 | 2012 | 2013 | 2014 | 2015

Regional Child Care Supply

Some parts of Washington have seen much steeper declines in both the number of providers and overall
capacity. King County has actually grawtotal capacityover thepast five yearsand it had the

smallest percentage drop in providertn the middlethe Olympic Peninsula regiand Pierce County

have seera drop in providers by about 20 and a drop in capacity of abou#Gand 13% respectively
TheCentral, EasterrmNorthwest, andSouthwest regionkave had larger declines sinttee beginning of

2011, 2533% of the number oproviders and 1€17% of capacity.



Child Care Providers by Region Child Care Capacity by Region

Percentage Change Since 2011 Percentage Change Since 2011
20% 20%
10% 10% —
0% - ——— 0% -
-10% - \ == -10%
-20% -20%
-30% — -30%
-40% -40%
Dec Jun| Dec Jun| Dec Jun| Dec Jun| Dec Jun| Dec Dec Jun| Dec Jun| Dec Jun| Dec Jun| Dec Jun| Dec
2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015
—Central WA —Eastern WA ———Northwest WA ———Southwest WA
——=King County = Olympic Peninsula —— Tacoma/Pierce County

At the county level, there is an even starker comparison between the areas of growth and decline. Note
that the changes in small counties should be interpreted with caution, because much smaller changes in
overall capacity will have a muskronger impact on the results.
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Child Care Supply by Provider Type

While nearlytwo-thirds of child care
facilities are family child care
homes, these providers care for
fewer children per facility, so they
represent about 2% of total
capacity for children Childcare
centers make up Za of the
facilities, but64%of capacity for
children is in those centerdn 2013,
CCA of WA began using a new
designation for child care facilities

Family Child Care Providers, 202015
Number and Licensed Capacity

that are licensed to serve only
schoolage children, where in prior
years these facilities were part of
the child care center group.

These chartdllustrate thechange

in number(bars)and capacity
(lines)of licensed child care
providers over the past five years.
Family child care in particular has
seen a net decline in number of
providersand capacity.The

number and capacity of child care
centers has been more stable over

the sametime period When

adjusted to be comparable to past
data, the quatity and capacity of
child care centergs very similar to
previous years

For this analysis, licensed and
licenseexempt schochge
programs are shown together for
simplicity. The inc&se in 2013
does not represent actual growth ir
overall provides or capacity; it is
due to combining licensed scheol
age only providers with exempt
schootage providers for the first

6,000 50,000
e
5,000 - 40,000
30,000
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10,000
0
Child Care Centers, 202015
Number and Licensed Capacity
2,500 140,00C
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== Licensed School-Age Only
SchootAge Only Programs, 2012015
Number and Licensed Capacity
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*Includes licensed scheale only providers starting in Dec 2013

time. Combined, these two gups

of providers make up only?® of dild care providers and about %4 of capacity.



Child Care Supply by Child Age

In addition to overall capacity, it is useful to examine the trends in the relative capacity for children of
different ages. Since state regulations on maximum capacity and-adcifiild ratios ary by age of

child and type of care, it can be more difficult to platédren of certain ages ichild care.For
example the maximum capacity available for infants is typically less than a quarter of the maximum
capacity available fqoreschoolers

The charbelow reflecsi KS OKI y3S&8 Ay G(KS YIFEAYdZY aLRGSYGALl f €
categoryover the last five yearsBecauséicensedcapacity for a child of a particular age can be

interchangeable with a child in a differeage group, the actual capacity to serve families for any of the
fAAGSR 3S 3INRdzZLJA gAff o0S airAayATAOryldte tSaa GKIyYy
capacity for an age group would be reached only if every potential slot was filledHilg @f that age

group, so the capacities by age group sum to more than the total capacity. For more information on

how maximum capacity by age is determined, see the data raitdse end of this report

Followingsignificant lossei 2012 capacityin the preschool age rangeems to have stabilized in 2013

to 2015 A similar pattern is visible aftersaaller loss in maximum scheadie capacityn 2012 Infant

and toddler maximum capacity has stayed relatively stahlhough at a significantlpwer total

volume It would make sense for the older age groups to have more fluctuation in maximum capacity
because child care providers generally have more flexibility in capacity for older children, so the net loss
in number of providers would impatttose age groups more. For example, a typically family child care
provider with a maximum total licensed capaaitf six children from birth through age t@uld fill all six

slots with preschoolers but due to licensing regulations only two slots couitidneby infants at one

time. If that provider goes out of business, the maximum capacity for preschoolers would drop by six,
while the maximum capacity for infants would only drop by two.

Maximum Potential Capacity by Age Group, 262015
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120,000
100,000
80,000 1 ———
School-Age
60,000
Preschool
40,000 ——Toddler
20,000 - — Infant
0
Jun | Dec| Jun | Dec| Jun | Dec| Jun | Dec| Jun | Dec|
2011 2012 2013 2014 2015




Child Care Provider Characteristics

Early Achievers Partic ipation

In July 2012, the state Department of Early Learning launched Early Achievers, a hew quality rating and
improvement system for child care programs, in partnership with CCA of WA and the University of
Washington.

Through this program, CCA of Early Achievers Enrollment
WA povides outreach, (Licensed Child Care Only)
technical assistance, training, 2500

and coaching to licensed child
care facilites that join Early
Achievers. Child care 1500
providers can choose to be 1000
evaluated by a team from UW

2000

to earn thar rating levelon a 500
scale of 25 to demonstrate 0
their high quality and qualify Jul Dec Jun Dec Jun Dec Jun Dec
for additional benefits. For 2012 2012 @ 2013 2013 2014 2014 2015 2015

more information about Early
Achievers, go tdittp://wa.childcareaware.org/providers/earbachievers

Early Achievers was phake Percentage of Eligible Providers Participating in Early Achievers
January 2016

in across the state in 2012
and 2013 Despite being
less than fourearsold,

the Early Achievers
program now includes
approximately 4% of
eligible providers and

nearly ®% of capacityAt oo
the end of 2015there
were 2,430 licensed
providers enrolledn Early
Achieversrepresenting
over 58000 children in
care and a cofmined total
capacity of about 8900
children(approximately
60% of the capacity for all



http://wa.childcareaware.org/providers/early-achievers

eligible licensed providersAlmost 760of these providers have received their first ratingnare in the
process of data collection for a ratidg.

Subsidies and Financial Assistance

The vastmajority of providers (8%) accept at least one kind giibsidy or offer financial assistance
although some limit the number of childrersing subsidiethey accept at any given timelhe most
commonly accepted form of financial assistance is state subsiglfdsh are accepted by little over
77% of child care providersThe largest program for helping working parents pay for child care is
Working Connedons Child Care (WCCQOWhile a 7% acceptance rate would seem to indicate
significant availability for children using subsidies, frequently this is not the case because many
providerslimit the number of subsidized slotsey accept at any given time bause the subsidy rate
often does not cover their full cost of providing car@ome poviders ration the availability of subsidized
slots to limit the financial impact to their businessaind to other families with children enrolled at their
facility.

Inaddition toaccepting subsidies of various kindbput half (56%)of child careproviders alsmffer
other forms of financial ssistance to familiesr accept other types of subsidie§he most common
non-state form of financial aid is a discount fonfdies with multiple children enrolled at the same
facility (436. A much smaller number of providansarge families on a sliding scale based on family
income(10%)andjust underd% offer scholarships to

familiesthat cannot afford their services Capacity for Fulllime and Par

Time Children
Schedule and Hours FulkTime
About 8% of child care providers accept children on O”(!y
either a fultime or parttime schedule. About 24 of 1a%
providers, representig 13% of total capacity, accept ___ partTime
children only fultime, and just over 1% are patitne Only
only programs Almostall providers e open year 1%
round, only about % are operonly duringthe school
year. About 226 of child care providers are willing to
care for children during
non-traditional hours, but Supply and Demand for Unusual Schedules, 2015
since almost all of them | 309
are family child care 2504 % Providers
providers, tleyrepresent | 20% | Accepting
only 11%of overall 15% — — ——w——  —| —H % of Capacity
capacity. About 1% of 10% — — _ — —
providers 91% of them 5% — I I — I —m % of Children
family child caretake 0% - Seeking
children in the evening Evening Overnight  Weekend Totgl
hours (after 6:30 pm), but (Unduplicated)

3 These numbers do not include participants that allocate 75% or more of their capacity to Head Start or ECEAP
slots, even if they are licensed, because CCA of WA does not serve these sites-agehaaly providers are not
eligible for Early Achievers at this time.



these provides account for only % of total capacity. Similarly, 19% of providarsept children on
weekends 95% of them family child care, regsenting8% of capacityOnly &6 of provideraccept

children overnight98% of them family child careepresenting jus% of capacity. Considering that a
much higher percentage of families were searching feekend or evening caré is likely that child

care supply during these times is not meeting current demand, although it is possible that the families
seeking norstandard hours ar@ust more likely than other families to get referral assistatizan the
general population.

Languages Spoken

About92% of child care providers speak Englamdjust over athird are bilinguabr multilingual Of

the 8% that do nospeak Englistalmost all ardamily child care providers ine@tral and Estern
Washington were there is darge Spaniskspeaking population. There are also small populations of
providers that speak Somali, Russian, Ukrainian, or other languages that do not also speak IErailjsh.
non-Englishspeaking providers account for under 3% of @ezapacity. Of the more than(0

bilingual and multilingual child care providers, the most common additional langaage&panish,
Somali, andAmerican Sign Languagdthough many other languages are also spoken.

Special Needs Training and Experien ce

About 63%0f providers representing about b of overall capacityeported having trainingind/or
experience in the care of children with special neetise most common accommodations that
providers report experience and/or training with goeoviding additional emotional and/or behavioral
support to children with challenging behavipefisuring a child receives required ongoing medication
and maintaining medication records, and diapering or assisting with toileting for an older child.



Price of Child Care

Local CCA of WA programs track the rates that providers charge for their child care services. There is
substantial variation in median rates across the state, roughly corresponding with variation in median
income. Child care centeratestend to be higher than family child care homes, particularly for infants
and centers also have a bigger difference between the median ahgéisentile rates, with the

exception of rates for scho@lge children.

Over the last yearthe nominal statewide mediarates for child care ceast facilities increased abo@t
3%for all age grouputpacing general inflationln family child care, there was virtually nominal
increase in rates for infargge care Therewere 23% increases in preschool and toddlee agoups
and bgger increasg 11%ijn the median ratsfor schootage childrerin family child care homesThe
increase in costs for scheage children ray be caused by an anecdotalgported trend of providers
eliminating partdayrates for schochgechildren.

2015Price of Child Care, Statewide Median and™Bercentile

Child Care Centers Family Child Care Homes
Median 75" Percentile Median 75" Percentile
Infants $997 $1279 $758 $947
Toddlers $832 $1,083 $737 $867
Preschoolers $758 $962 $650 $750
SchoolAge $483 $628 $433 $581
(Before & after school care
~20 hours/week)

Trends in Child Care Prices

Once adjusted for inflation, statewide median child care prices have remained relatively stable over the
past few years.There were increasebetween 23% in 2015 for all age groupschild care centersin

family care, the inflatioradjusted statewide median pricestayed the same for infarggecareand
increased-3% forpreschool and toddler age groups anda for schochge children.

These increases in rates, especially in child care centers, coincide with a 4% incrbadarigetst child
care subsidy program in the stat/orking Connections Child Care (WCCC). Wel@@imbursement
rates steadyrom 20092012. There was a smaltrease (2%) for fatyichild care providers in 2013n
the middle of 2014, there was larger increase (4%gr both centers and family child caré’he4%
increase took effect January 2015.



Child Care Center Rates, 260815
Inflation-Adjusted Monthly Statewide Median
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Despite fairly stable inflaticadjusted child carefices, the cost of child care relative to family inoes
has risen over the past gpears. Thefollowingcharts showthe percentage change since 2008he
inflation-adjusted statewide medians for child care cost and household indo@empared to 2008
median household income has decreased while median child care ratesdraseed the same or
increased



Child Care Center Rates and Household Income
Real Percentage Change in Statewide Median Since 2008
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Substantial Regional Variation

Across the state, there are substantial differences in the cost of child care and in the change in rates
overthe pastl2months. In smaller countieghe median rates are less stable over time because they
are impacted much more by smaller changes in the child care provider population, such as facility
closures or rate changes. This effect is usually even proreounced for child care centers because
there are fewer centers than family child care homes in most arbseslian rates for schoedge

children also seem to be more variable thates for younger children.



The maps on the following pages illustratetvariation in median monthly rates across the state for
different age groupss of December 2015Darker shades indicate counties where child care is more
expensive. Rates tend to be higher in urban areas, such as the Puget Sound region and theeWancouv
area. In general, child care centers (the green maps) tend to have higher rates than family child care
(the bluemaps), and younger children generally cost more to care for than older children. Counties that
have lower than average rates for one ageup tend to have lower than average rates for all age

groups.

All rates are selfeported by child care providerdf there are no providers in a county of the type
specified, the county is shawas white. Some providers do not report rates, or spedifgt their rates
not be published. If there are fewer than four providers of a particular type for a county with
publishable rates, the county median rates are not included in the repod the county is shown as
white.

For comparison, this is a mapwbjected median hasehold income by county in 28

Median Household Income (2014)
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http://www.bls.gov/data/inflation_calculator.htm










































http://www.del.wa.gov/care/help/connections.aspx
http://www.ofm.wa.gov/economy/hhinc/

