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Upcoming Events: 

 
Spring Child Care Conference 
April 28, 2018 
Green River Community College 
https://www.facebook.com/events/149333252394180/?
notif_t=event_calendar_create&notif_id=1521226567666124 
 
Infant and Early Childhood Conference 
May 2—4, 2018 
Greater Tacoma Convention and Trade Center 
https://www.ieccwa.org/2018/index.php 
 
Elevate Early Learning Conference 
Sept. 25—26, 2018 
Greater Tacoma Convention and Trade Center 
http://wa.childcareaware.org/EL 

Contact us for more information 

about Early Achievers: 

www.wa.childcareaware.org 

1-866-416-4321 
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Early Achievers News—Recent Updates & More 

Welcome spring! We hope this season of renewal inspires all of our state’s 

outstanding child care providers to make plans to spend plenty of time  

with “their” children outdoors. Whether forging early STEM literacy by 

planting gardens, or focusing on early numeracy in outdoor “mud 

kitchens,” or simply enjoying playtime, the outdoors offers so much to 

young learners.  
 

The Washington State Department of Early Learning (DEL) has recently 

updated two areas in Early Achievers making it easier to align curriculum 

with the WA State Early Learning Guidelines (ELGs), and making it easier to 

schedule data collections for family child care programs.  
 

 For curriculum alignment, you can now find the lists of ELG-aligned 

curriculum on DEL’s website here:  

English: https://del.wa.gov/sites/default/files/public/QRIS/

AlignedCurriculaList.pdf  

Spanish: https://del.wa.gov/sites/default/files/public/QRIS/

AlignedCurriculaList_Spanish.pdf  

Somali: https://del.wa.gov/sites/default/files/public/QRIS/

AlignedCurriculaList_Somali.pdf 
 

 Regarding scheduling data collections for family child care programs—

data collections can proceed in family home programs when only one 

child is present.  
 

Have you seen DEL’s updated Child Care Check online? The updated system 

is easier to navigate. There’s also a new DEL email box for providers to use 

if they have questions about Child Care Check. It is check@del.wa.gov  
 

Lastly, if spring has you thinking about new ways to market your small 

business to prospective families, don’t forget that your participation in 

Early Achievers gives you a marketing edge. CCA of WA has several free 

online templates and tools Early Achievers providers can use in their 

marketing materials, including “Proudly participating in Early Achievers” 

logos that you can add to any of your brochures, one-pagers and ads, an 

Early Achievers newsletter template, and much more. Everything can be 

found on our Already a part of Early Achievers? web page. Tools and 

templates specifically designed for rated providers can be found on our 

Tools for Rated Early Achievers Providers page.  
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Provider Spotlight—Beverley 
Wolff, Montessori School of 
Pullman 
 

Beverley Wolff’s passion for early learning, her 
work, the children and families in her care, her 
staff and the Montessori philosophy is 
contagious and inspiring. 
 

Her passion fuels everything she does as 
Director of the Montessori School of Pullman, 
from marveling at the artwork of a child, to 
conversations with parents, to leading her team to earn two Level 4 ratings in Early 
Achievers, Washington’s framework for building a high-quality child care and early 
learning system.  
 

“I do absolutely love the job that I do,” she said. “I love working with the teachers. I 
love working with the children. I love working with the parents.” 
 

The Montessori School of Pullman was among the very first participants in Early 
Achievers. Beverley embraced the opportunities Early Achievers offers and worked 
diligently with her staff and her coach from Child Care Aware of WA to first 
determine their areas of strength, and then find ways to enhance other areas 
without straying from the program’s commitment to the Montessori philosophy.  
 

For example, one area that some Montessori programs have found challenging with 
Early Achievers is teacher-child interactions, because Montessori programs value 
letting children take the lead in deciding what to “work on,” and in letting children’s 
own natural curiosity guide them in their learning. It is not uncommon for someone 
new to Montessori to enter a Montessori classroom and remark about how quiet the 
room is despite being full of young children who are happily engaged in learning.  
 

To solve this challenge, Beverley’ and her team concentrated on finding all of the 
other valuable moments throughout the day where teachers can interact and 
scaffold with children. The effort has lead to expanded vocabularies in the children, 
deeper relationships between staff and children and lots of opportunities every day 
for great interactions to happen.  
 

“I think there is a perception that to be successful in Early Achievers, you have to 
really move away from your core philosophy and practice, and I have not found that 
to be a reality,” Beverley said. Participating in Early Achievers offers you lots of 
opportunities to showcase the strengths of your program.”   
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Save the Date for 
Elevate 2018! 
Sept. 25-26, 2018 

 

The Elevate Early Learning 
Conference brings together 
program directors, trainers and 
policymakers to attend skill-
building sessions and engage in 
cross-systems conversations to 
help them become stronger and 
more successful leaders. This 
year’s gathering will explore 
sustainable quality. Registration 
opens soon! http://
wa.childcareaware.org/EL 

Did you know? DEL Needs-Based Grants Available 
Needs-Based Grants are available to support Early Achievers participants in 
purchasing materials and supplies for their programs to help them rate at Level 3 or 
higher. These one-time grants can be up to $750 for family child care providers and 
up to $1,000 for centers.  
To be eligible, providers must be participating in Level 2 activities, or be rated Level 
2. They must also either be enrolled in the Tier 1 food program, or live within a 
school district that serves at least 20% low income children based on OSPI data. For 
more information, visit DEL’s website here: https://del.wa.gov/EarlyAchievers-
PreRatingToolkit. 

Services for Families 
Experiencing 

Homelessness 
 

Families with young children that 
are experiencing homelessness 
may be eligible for up to four 
months of child care for their 
children at no cost to them 
through the Homeless Grace 
Period in Working Connections 
Child Care.  

 

Child Care Aware of WA’s Family 
Center helps connect families 
experiencing homeless to local 
child care providers. Our services 
are generously supported by the 
Washington State Department of 
Early Learning. If you know a 
family we might be able to help, 
please invite them to visit our  
web page: http://
wa.childcareaware.org/families/
child-care-aware-of-washington-
services-for-homeless-families. 
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New Immigration Policy’s Impact on Children & Families 
The Center for Law and Social Policy (CLASP) recently released a report about the impact 
of current federal immigration policies on young children in immigrant families. It found 
that young children in immigrant families, even those who are U.S. citizens and whose 
parents have lawful immigration status, are facing fear, disrupted daily routines, 
reduced access to child care and medical care, and increased economic instability.  
 

The report authors conducted interviews and focus groups with child care providers and 
parents of young children in six states: CA, IL, GA, NM, NC and PA. Because immigrant 
families live in all 50 states, it is likely that similar results would be found nationwide.  
 

Providers in all six states, several with 30 years of experience, report increased job 
losses, frequent moving, parents under greater stress, high-levels of anxiety among 
children in their programs and disturbing new behaviors such as increased aggression 
and withdrawal. Providers themselves are also facing heightened stress from trying to 
help these families cope.  
 

CLASP published a companion report on what providers can do to help families in their 
programs who are dealing with these impacts. Among them are:  
 Partner with community-based organizations to connect parents and staff to local 

information and resources. 
 Engage parents, social service providers and immigrant-serving organizations in 

identifying community-specific solutions to program participation.  
 Engage leadership, including boards of directors, boards of education and district 

superintendents, in a dialogue on immigration and its consequences that creates an 
intentional focus on the needs of children in immigrant families. 

 Ensure all staff and parents have information about existing privacy protections. 
For more information and to read the report, visit CLASP online at https://
www.clasp.org/publications/report/brief/our-childrens-fear-immigration-policys-
effects-young-children. 

Stay Connected!  
Follow us on social media to 
stay on top of all of the latest 
Early Achievers news and 
information.  
 

CCA of WA on Facebook: 
https://www.facebook.com/
Child-Care-Aware-of-
Washington-149636987661/ 
 

CCA of WA on Instagram at 
wachildcarematters 
 

CCA of WA on Twitter: 
@childcarewa 
 

CCA of WA on Pinterest: 
https://www.pinterest.com/
CCAofWA 
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Take the Market Rate 
Survey! 

 

DEL is working on the 2017-18 
Market Rate Survey to help 
inform how they set subsidy 
rates in coming years. DEL has 
simplified the survey this year, 
and estimates it will only take 
about 15 minutes to complete. 
DEL is encouraging providers 
from across the state to 
participate so the new rates will 
be as accurate as possible. You 
can find the survey here. 

We Have Moved! 
Our new address is: 

1001 Pacific Ave., Suite 400 
Tacoma, WA 98402 

Our new fax # is 253-572-4140 

Coming Soon—Electronic Time & Attendance 
DEL’s new child care electronic time & attendance system is fully launched. Child care 
providers who accept state subsidies must be using the new system by July 1, 2018.  
 

The need is clear—for years both providers and DEL staff have spent thousands of 
hours tabulating attendance on out-dated paper forms. There were far too many 
errors that sometimes resulted in overpayments to providers which then had to be 
paid back, which caused unexpected hits to provider budgets. 
 

The new system works on PCs, tablets and smart phones. Providers must supply the 
hardware. DEL and SEIU 925 agreed upon a $200 technology incentive for the new 
system for family home and family, friend and neighbor caregivers. This one-time 
incentive payment can only be used to assist with costs associated with purchasing the 
devices needed for the system. Providers must be registered in MERIT and complete 
the electronic attendance training to request the incentive. This incentive is first-come, 
first-served for the first 5,000 providers. Providers can visit DEL’s website here to 
apply: https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/APincentive. 
 

Trainings on the new system are available online, in-person and via a self-paced 
workbook. All trainings are offered in English, Spanish and Somali. Visit DEL’s website 
for more information on the trainings: https://del.wa.gov/Attendance-support. For 
more information about the new system, visit DEL’s website at https://del.wa.gov/
Attendance-Project.  
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