
 

Volume IX, Issue IV 
News from Child Care Aware of WA Scholarships 
 

It’s a busy time of year for the CCA of WA Scholarships program. We are pleased to be 
supporting all of the Bachelor of Applied Science (BAS) programs across WA, including the 
new BAS in Early Childhood Education: Infant and Child Mental Health at Green River 
College. This new degree examines the foundations of development and the importance of 
relationships to the social and emotional well-being of infants, toddlers and young 
children. The new cohort starts this fall. For more 
information, please contact Diana Holz at Green River: 
dholz@greenriver.edu or 253-833-9111 ext. 4334.  
 

Graduates, please share your graduation photos with us! 
You may see them in an upcoming newsletter! Please 
email them as jpegs or .png files to 
scholarships@wa.childcareaware.org.  
 

Believe it or not, it is time to prepare for the 2019 Legislative Session in Olympia. We are 
creating a list of scholar advocates. Please read the article below and consider helping us 
advocate for continued funding of ECE scholarships for child care professionals. 
 

For more information on any of our scholarships, please visit us online at http://
wa.childcareaware.org. 

Volume XII, Issue iii 

Scholar Spotlight—Caileen Hill, owner of 
Adventures in Learning Preschool, Olympia 

 

When Caileen Hill decided to 
return to college to complete her 
degree in ECE, she quickly learned 
the importance of working hard to 
balance family, work and school. 
“My advice to providers going back 
to school would be to pace 
yourself, don’t take more than you 
can handle. It’s hard work 
balancing family, work and school, 
so you have to set boundaries for 
yourself, and be sure to give 
yourself some down time!” 

 

It’s all been worth it and now she has her Bachelor’s Degree in Early 
Childhood and Family Studies from the University of Washington. 
She says she would not have been able to reach this goal without 
her scholarship made possible by Child Care Aware of Washington 
Scholarships and Early Achievers.  
 

“Being a part of Early Achievers has provided me the opportunity to 
really promote myself from a preschool teacher to an Early 
Childhood Professional...I can already see the impact of the changes 
that I have made in the children I work with.” 

        CCA of WA Scholarships Staff: 
Christine Zumwalt, Program Coordinator 

Ivonne Pereira, Program Coordinator 
Meka Riggins, Program Manager, 

Scholarships & Professional Development 

Summer 2018 

Scholar Advocates Needed 
 

It’s hard to believe that the 2019 Legislative 
Session in Olympia is just around the corner. We 
are getting prepared for this important session that 
will set funding levels for the next two years.  
 

Child Care Aware of Washington Scholarships 
believes that funding for ECE scholarships for child 
care and early learning professionals is very 
important to both child care providers across the 
state and the children and families they serve. If 
you agree and are interested in being a scholar 
advocate, please email us at 
scholarships@wa.childcareaware.org and let us 
know. We will then notify you of any advocacy 
opportunities that come up during the 2019 
session.  
 

What does being a scholar advocate entail? Writing 
letters or emails to your elected representatives, 
sharing your scholarship story with them, going to 
legislative town halls and maybe even visiting one 
of your legislators in person are some of the 
actions that could make an important difference 
for our field in 2019 and beyond.  

 
Congratulations  
BA Graduates! 

 

Diana Aguilar 
 

Colleen Cope 
 

Cinthia Gutierrez Cortes 
 

Cara Petersen 
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Stay Connected! 
 

CCA of WA Scholarships on 

Facebook: https://

www.facebook.com/Child-

Care-Aware-of-Washington-

Scholarships-235971555192/ 
 

CCA of WA on Instagram at 
wachildcarematters 
 

CCA of WA on Twitter: 
@childcarewa 

Summer Reminders: 
 

Minimum credits: Scholars must complete a 
minimum of 15 credits through the duration 
of a scholarship contract. This does not mean 
15 credits must be completed every term.  
 

Transcripts: Please submit your final 
unofficial transcripts once your spring grades 
have posted. 
 

Completion incentive: Did you know you are 
eligible for a completion incentive six months 
after the successful completion of your 
(previous) scholarship contract, if you remain 
at your facility? 
 

Save the date for Elevate 2018! - Sept. 25-26  

Child Care Aware of 
Washington Scholarships is 
generously funded by the 

Washington State 
Department of Children, 

Youth, and Families 
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