
2 

Upcoming Events: 

 

University of Washington Early Achievers Institute 
Oct. 18—20, 2019 
Red Lion Kennewick, Columbia Center, Kennewick  
https://cultivatelearning.uw.edu/institutes-training/  
 
Washington Association for the Education of Young Children (WAEYC) Conference 
Oct. 24—26, 2019 
Lynwood Convention Center 
http://www.waeyc.org/?fbclid=IwAR1EGuK5nVQQ3y5oY-
0AEqsH7Is8lZWIPORxGxbUcVRRO6FuyI0ltARb8i0 
 
School’s Out Washington Bridge Conference 
Oct. 28—29, 2019 
Hyatt Regency Lake Washington, Renton 
https://www.schoolsoutwashington.org/products/bridge-conference-2019  

Contact us for more 

information about Early 

Achievers: 

https://childcareawarewa.org 

1-866-416-4321 
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Early Achievers News 
 

The Department of Children, Youth, and Families (DCYF) recently 

made some important Early Achievers announcements. Here’s what 

you need to know: 
 

Professional Development Points 

Provider staff and education information now will be collected from 

MERIT two weeks prior to the beginning of each cohort for all of the 

providers in the rating queue for that cohort. For example, Cohort 6 

begins on Sept. 16, so the staff and education information will be 

collected on Sept. 2. This will ensure that Early Achievers professional 

development points will be based on the most current staff and 

education records for each program. 
 

Rating Cohorts 

With the upcoming Early Start Act milestone on Dec. 31, 2019, this 

year is set to be big for ratings as many Early Achievers participants 

submit their ratings requests. The 2019 cohorts are nearly full across 

the state already. As the 2019 schedule fills up, DCYF, Child Care 

Aware of Washington and the University of Washington have created 

a waiting list to fill any spots that open in 2019 and for the beginning 

of 2020.  
 

If you serve children on subsidy or in ECEAP and have not yet 

submitted your request for rating, talk to your coach about 

submitting your request soon to either get one of the few remaining 

spots in the 2019 cohorts or get onto the ESA Rating Waitlist. For 

complete details, visit DCYF’s website here: https://

www.dcyf.wa.gov/sites/default/files/pdf/ea/

HS_ECEAP_Early_Achievers_Updated_Ratings_Cohort_Calendar.pdf  
 

Great Resources 

If you are looking for some great Early Achievers resources, check out 

DCYF’s Early Achievers page online at https://www.dcyf.wa.gov/

services/earlylearning-childcare/early-achievers/quality-standards.  
 

As always, if you need support in your Early Achievers activities, 

please don’t hesitate to contact your CCA of WA coach.  
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Provider Spotlight— 
Maria Ibarra-Camacho, 
Family Child Care, Pasco 
 

Maria Ibarra-Camacho has been 
caring for young children for almost 
30 years. Earlier this year her family 
home child care program achieved 
a Level 4 rating in Early Achievers—
a terrific accomplishment that 
demonstrates her commitment to 
providing high-quality child care 
and early learning opportunities to 
young children and their families.  
 

Maria credits Early Achievers and 
her coach with helping her in all aspects of her child care small business. “I could be 
here all day” explaining all the ways Early Achievers has helped, she said. It’s 
helped her be more prepared, more organized, more knowledgeable and more 
motivated, among other things. She said her coach is the “perfect coach” for her 
and always accommodates her super-busy schedule. 
 

As a family home provider without an assistant, Maria manages all aspects of her 
family home child care including teaching children of multiple-ages ,and still keeps 
up with all of “her” families. She said Early Achievers has helped with everything, 
and in 2016 it helped her earn her Initial Certificate in Early Childhood Education 
thanks to a scholarship from Child Care Aware of Washington Scholarships.  
 

Maria wants the best for all the children she cares for—the best early learning 
environment, the best materials and the best activities. She said the quality 
improvement award she earned from her Level 4 rating allowed her to purchase 
some great new materials and the children and their parents love them.  
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CCA of WA Services for 
Families With Young 
Children Experiencing 
Homelessness 
 

What would you say to a parent 
who shared with you that they 
are newly homeless and must pull 
their child from your program? 
With so many families 
experiencing homelessness across 
our state, it is possible this could 
happen to a family you know.  
 

Luckily, CCA of WA’s Family 
Center can help. We help families 
navigate the Homeless Grace 
Period child care program, 
sponsored by the Washington 
State Department of Children, 
Youth, and Families. We help find 
licensed child care at zero cost to 
families for up to four months.  
 

Find out more online so you will 
be ready if you ever need to help 
a family in crisis. https://
childcareawarewa.org/services-
for-families-experiencing-
homelessness/  

Free Resources to Help Parents Develop the 
Strengthening Families Five Protective Factors  
 

The Center for the Study of Social Policy recently released a new set of free, 
downloadable action sheets providers can use to learn about, and help parents 
develop, the five protective factors that are part of Strengthening Families. The 
documents provide a brief introduction and explanation of each factor, and a set of 
questions and activities to do with parents to help them develop each factor. They 
can be downloaded here: https://cssp.org/wp-content/uploads/2018/08/
ProtectiveFactorsActionSheets.pdf . 
 

The five protective factors are:  
 
 

CCA of WA Scholarships 
 

Did you know that CCA of WA 
Scholarships can provide 
scholarships to child care 
professionals who want to meet 
the updated minimum education 
WAC requirement? Providers 
have five years from Aug. 1, 2019 
to meet the requirement. Our 
scholarships for those who want 
to earn a bachelor’s degree in ECE 
cover up to $9,000 in tuition and 
fees, book reimbursement up to 
$500 and more. For more 
information, please visit us 
online: https://
childcareawarewa.org/providers/
#scholarships.  

 Knowledge of parenting & child development  Social connections 

 Concrete support in times of need  Parental resilience 

 Social & emotional competence of children  
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Substitutes Available for Early Achievers Participants  
 

The Imagine Institute runs the state substitute pool to support Early 
Achievers providers in their quality improvement work. Eligible providers can 
have a substitute while they participate in certain Early Achievers activities 
such as ERS and CLASS preparation, meeting with coaches and preparing 
evidence of practices. To be eligible, Early Achievers participants must have 
served a child on subsidy within the last 12 months, be working toward a 
Level 3 rating and be in good licensing status. For full details, visit the Imagine 
Institute’s recently updated website here: http://imaginewa.org/find-a-
substitute/. 

Stay Connected!  
Follow us on social media to stay 
on top of all of the latest Early 
Achievers news. 
 

CCA of WA on Facebook: https://
www.facebook.com/Child-Care-
Aware-of-Washington-
149636987661/ 
 

CCA of WA on Instagram at 
wachildcarematters 
 

CCA of WA on Twitter: 
@childcarewa 
 

CCA of WA on Pinterest: https://
www.pinterest.com/CCAofWA 
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Free Job Postings With 
Washington Child Care 
Business Jobs 
 

Providers can now post open 
positions for free on Child Care Aware 
of Washington’s new job posting 
platform, Washington Child Care 
Business Jobs. Open positions are 
posted on its child care-focused job 
board and nine other sites. The free 
service is part of Washington Child 
Care Business Edge, and both are free 
for Early Achievers participants. 
 

Interested job seekers do not need to 
be Edge users to see and apply for 
jobs.  
 

Both Edge and Business Jobs are 
powered by Child Care Aware of 
Washington and funded by DCYF. You 
can find them both here: https://
www.childcarebizedge.org. 

New DCYF Online 
WAC FAQ Tool  
 

The Washington State 
Department of Children, 
Youth, and Families has 
created a simple-to-use 
online tool that has 
answers to hundreds of 
questions asked by 
providers, licensors and 
coaches, in order to help 
Washington’s child care 
providers understand the 
updated WACs that go 

into effect next month. 
 

The WAC Frequently Asked Questions (FAQ) is organized by standard area  
to help make finding answers simpler. The categories include Child 
Outcomes, Family Engagement and Partnerships, Interactions and 
Curriculum, Environment and more.  
 

DCYF plans to continue to update this tool with additional questions and 
answers. Visit https://www.dcyf.wa.gov/services/early-learning-providers/
standards-alignment/faq to give it a try. 

Child Care Aware of Washington is celebrating our 30th anniversary as 
Washington’s most trust child care resource. Thank you for allowing us to 
serve as your partner in your child care small business. Together we are 
bringing high-quality child care to thousands of Washington children and 
families.  
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